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Boy oh buoy, what a story of persistence
Dave Savides

A CHANCE discovery during a beach walk 
north of Alkantstrand connected a dogged 
local man to an international yacht storm 
survivor who was overjoyed on hearing the 
good news.

Demian van Loggerenberg tells the story 
of the strange turn of events that began on 
21 December.

‘Some friends and I were hiking along 
the beach, and besides finding a few 
common buoys among objects strewn on 
the shoreline, we came across something 
unique. 

‘Up against the high-water mark was a 
very unusual buoy, with the name ‘WEBIK’ 
written on it, and an Epirb (Emergency 
Position Indicating Radio Beacon – which 
sends a signal if a ship sinks) masterfully 
tied into the middle of it.

‘It was clearly purpose-made, and 
certainly belonged to somebody,’ said 
Demian.

Inquisitive by nature and intrigued by the 
find, Demian was determined to get to the 
bottom of the mystery: Had the yacht found 
itself in trouble and the buoy scuttled in an 
emergency? Where was the yacht? Was the 
crew safe? How long had the buoy been 
floating on the open ocean?

‘Something about the buoy just spoke 
to me. Later that afternoon I 'Googled, 
and after a quick search, I found her,' said 
Demian.

‘WEBIK is a Sunbeam 34 S and belongs 
to Captain Michael Puttinger from Austria; 
and lo and behold, he’s circumnavigating 
Africa. 

‘Fortunately, Captain Michael has a 
website documenting his adventure, and 
which includes an email contact.

‘I was super excited to write to him and 
inform him that I had found his buoy. The 

story goes that approximately 200 nautical 
miles off the coast of Mozambique amid 
a hectic storm, the buoy was lost - in 
Michael’s mind, possibly forever,’ said 
Demian.

‘He was overjoyed that the buoy had been 
found.’

Then began the mission to reunite the 
buoy with its owner. 

‘At this stage WEBIK was in Knysna, 
getting further and further away. I tried to 
see if any local yachties were heading that 
way, to no avail. 

‘By the time Michael and I were in 
contact again, he was already in Cape Town, 
with his next stop Namibia, on a timeline 
that was set in stone.

‘'Operation WEBIK' kicked into high gear, 

with no time to waste. With the assistance 
of a reliable courier, Captain Michael and 
WEBIK'S buoy were reunited just in time 
for him to embark on the next leg of his 
adventure circumnavigating Africa.’

Ironically, WEBIK had been in Richards 
Bay for a few days after sailing from 
Mozambique, but had left before Demian 
found the buoy.

Currently circumnavigating Africa, Austrian yacht skipper Captain Michael Puttinger was delighted when his buoy was returned prior to 
leaving Cape Town, thanks to a dedicated local man

Sleuth work pays off 
for determined Demian
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